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MATERNAL ROLE ATTAINMENT AND SELF CARE BEHAVIOR THROUGH
SOCIAL SUPPORT RELATED HEALTH STATUS OF PREGNANT FEMALE
OFFENDER IN CORRECTIONAL INSTITUTION
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Dusit Sujirarut*** Warissara Sirisutthidacha****

ABSTRACT

The pregnancy of a female prisoner is a difficult condition, and it may
affect the process and outcome of pregnancy. The purpose of this descriptive study
was to investigate the relationship between maternal role, attainment, self care
behaviours, social support and health status of women in prison during pregnancy. The
sample was pregnant female who were 18 years of age or older. Data were collected
from the structured interview. There were 36 pregnant female in the correctional
institution located in the central region. Data were analyzed using Simple Logistic
Regression. Maternal roles and social support was at a high level 50%, it was found
that 66.67% increased weight during pregnancy. Fetus health status was normal. The
mental health of pregnant inmates was at moderate level (47.22%). Female inmates
with separated status or divorces increased risk of mental health problems at 9.23
times higher (95% Cl = 1.02-83.33). Low universal self care behavior increased risk of
mental health problem at 8.56 times(95%Cl= 1.53-47.96).

Therefore, The research suggests that the mental health should be
promoted by increasing family ties.
KEY WORDS: MATERNAL ROLE ATTAINMENT/ SELF CARE BEHAVIOR/ SOCIAL SUPPORT/
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Tablel: Number and percentage of personal characteristics of the sample (n=36)

Personal Characteristics Number Percentage
Age (years)
18- 25 13 36.11
26-30 11 30.56
31-35 6 16.67
36 + 6 16.67
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Personal Characteristics Number Percentage

Marital Status

married 25 69.44

separated 9 25.00

divorce 2 5.56
Religion

Buddhism 32 88.89

Christianity 2 5.56

Istam 2 5.56

Education Level

Completed compulsory education 24 66.67
Secondary School 11 30.56
High School 9 25.00
Bachelor Degree 4 11.11

Not completed compulsory education 12 33.33
No formal education 2 5.56
Primary School 10 21.77

Domicile before serving the imprisonment
North 3 8.33
Northeast 2 5.56
Central Region 28 77.78
East 1 2.78

Occupation before serving the imprisonment

With occupations 24 66.67
Trading 10 27.78
Private business 4 11.11
Employees or Company’s employees 8 22.22
Agriculture and livestock 2 5.56

Without occupations 12 33.33
Housewives 7 19.44

Unemployed 5 13.89
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Personal Characteristics Number Percentage

Income earned before serving the imprisonment (Baht/month)

< 10,000 9 25.00
10,000 - 19,999 11 30.56
20,000 + 16 44.44

Mean = 19,995.83, S.D. = 17,933.31

Min = 5,000, Max = 100,000
Health problems

Yes 25 69.44

No 11 30.56
History of Drug Use

Never used narcotic drugs 22 61.11

Used narcotic drugs 14 38.89
Types of Offenses

Offenses related to drugs 29 80.56
Offenses related to property 5 13.89
Sexual offenses 2 5.56

Punishment (times)
1 (first time) 24 66.67
> 2 12 33.33
Min =1, Max = 8

Imprisonment Term (years)

Remand 10 27.78
<3 9 25.00
3+ 17 47.22

Mean = 3.47,S.D. = 1.93

Min = 0.50, Max = 11
Sentenced Period of Imprisonment (months)
<2 10 27.78
2 months and above 26 72.22

Mean = 3.50, S.D. = 1.77, Min = 1, Max = 8
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Table 2: Correlation among personal characteristics, history of pregnancy, affection between

mother-fetus, efficacy in maternal role attainment, self-care behavior, and social support, with

increased weight during pregnancy deviated from the standard (n=36)

Increased weight n (%)

Variables Deviated Crude 95%(Cl
from By OR
standard standard
Maternal Role Attainment
Affection/Bonds between Mother-Fetus
Moderate Level 3(100.00) 0 (0.00) - -
High Level 21 (63.64) 12 (36.36)
Efficacy in Maternal Role
Attainment
Moderate Level 9 (69.23) 4(30.77) 1.20 0.28-5.15
High Level 15 (65.22) 8(34.78) 1
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Increased weight n (%)

Variables Deviated Crude 95%Cl
from By OR
standard standard
Satisfaction in Maternal Role
Attainment
Moderate Level 7 (53.85) 6 (46.15) 0.41 0.10-1.73
High Level 17 (73.91) 6 (26.09) 1
Self-Care Behavior
Low-Moderate Level 10 (58.82) 7(41.18) 0.51 0.13-2.08
Good Level 14 (73.68) 5(26.32) 1
Social Support
Low-Moderate Level 10 (55.56) 8 (44.44) 0.36 0.08-1.52
High Level 14 (77.78) 4(22.22) 1

*p-value <0.05
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